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1 Sam. 4. £3. 


And when he came, Lo, Ely ſate upon a ſed eat 


by the way ſide, waiting; for his heart 
trembled for the Ark of God. 


$IgES 
$5502s 


Hat you may the better un- 
> derſtand theſe words, you 
muſt know that. whatſo- 
everGod threatn'd againſt 
old Ely, in the ſecond and 
third Chapters, becauſe 
he did not ' reftraine his 
1 wicked Sonnes, from-their 
ll lewd Courſes, is here Ex- 
de® in this lth therefore we read there 
were four thouſand Iſraclites {lain by the Phili- 
ſtines: \And the Elders SW Hracl met together to. 
| Con». 


: | (2) 
conſult how to repair = great loſs; they con- 
feſ5t was the Lord that had*\{nmricten they: far 
fay they, Wherefore hath the Lord ſmitten ns to 
day before the Philiſtins: And they conclude, 

© the way to repair this their loſs, it was, to fetci1 
the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord from $hilob, 
and carry it into the Battel; whereupon they a- 
_ -, Point Hophny and Phinchas to fetch it, whereby 
they imagined that the preſence of the Ark would 
ſave them from ruin, but hereia:they were miſe- 
rably miſtaken; for this Judgement befel them 
not becauſe the Ark was not in the Camp, but 
becauſe their fin was in the Camp : The Ark of 
the Covenant would not preſerve thoſe that had 
broken Coyenant with God: And therefore 
there was a great flaughter. of the. Iſraelites, 
and were {lain thirty thouſand men, and Hophn 
and Fhinek a3 wee thith. and the Atk it ſelf was 
taken priſoner. But ,what was old- Ely doing? | 
He was ninety aad eight years old, and was not 
able to go to the Battel; but fits upon a ſeat by 
the way fide near the Battel ; -and there he fits, 


loe, Ely ſate upon 'a Seat by the way ſide, watch- 
ing; for his heart trembled for. the Ark of God, 
for fear leſt the Ark ſhould-be taken: He: was 
not troubled, what ſhould become of his two 
' Sons, or what ſhould -became of the people'of 
- Tfrael,” but- what ſhould become of the Ark of 
God. F550 05, ; REfs, 7 Fi; 934459 
In the words are;three parts. > 
1. Old Bhies ſolicitoafnefs for'the rk. RR . 
iba 2, 


__ 


$I S et 4 v4 


thinking what ſhall become of the Ark :. "4nd - _ 


of ſragel-. ThisAﬀk: wes'Gods:Foottonl, .and 
£) | | 


h 


.- | 
2, Old Elies heart-trembling for fear of the 
Av <5 54 | 
' 3. Old Ekes preferring the ſafety of the Ark; 
before the ſatety of his two Sons, Wife and 
Children. | | 
He ſate upon a Seat by the way ſide watching, 


for his heart trembled for the Ark of God. 


- But what was the Ark of God ? why ſhould 
old Ekes heart tremble for fear of the Ark ? 
Anſwer, This Ark was the holieſt of all the 
things of God; it was ſo holy, that it made 
every place holy where it came, 2 Chroz.8. 11. 
And Solemon brought up the daughter of Pharoah, 
out of the City of David, into the houſe that he 
had built for her: for he ſaid, My wife ſhall 
not dwell in the ſe of David King of Iſrael,be- 
cauſe the places are holy, whereuntothe Ark of the 
Lord hath come. This Ark was the dwelling place 
of God,;'it was the habitation of God, Pſal.g9. 1. 
The Lord Reigneth , he ſitteth between the Che- 
rubims. Now theſe Cherubims were placed o0- 
ver the Ark; it was the ſpeaking place of God 3 
he met his people there, and there he gave an 
anſwer -to- them ; Exod: 25. 21,22. And thou 
ſhalt put the Mercy-ſeatiabove npon the Ark, and 
in the Ark, thou ſhalt put the Teſtimony that Iſhall 
give, thee:ii Aud there will I:meet with thee, and 
Twill cawnune with thee from:above the (Mercy- 
ſeat, "from betweer the two Chernbims which are 
apon the. Ark, of the Teſtimony of all things T 
Sb4ll gipe thee-gn;tomimancment wnto the children 


all 


(4) 
all the people of God \orlhi p before the Foot- 
ſtool of God , Pſal. 99. 5. Exalt ye the Lord 
onr' God, and worſhip «t his footſtool, for he 
ts holy, The Ark, it was the glory and the 
ſtrength of 1ſrael, Pſal. 78. 61. And he deli- 
vered his ſtrength into captivity, axd his glory 
into his enemies hand ; And it was the terror of 
the enemies of God: And therefore when the 
Ark came tnto the: Battel , the Phil;ftines were 
afraid, and ſaid, Wo unto us, for God is come 
down into the Camp: And indeed this Ark 
was called Jehovah. Numb. 10. 35. And it 
came to paſs, when the Ark, ſet forward, that 
Moſes ſaid, Riſe up Lord, and let thine exemics 
be ſcattered ;, And when it refted., he ſaid, Re- 
turn O Lord unto the many thouſands of I[rae]. 
Ina word, the Ark was a pledge , and a viſible 
{ymptom of Gods: gracious preſence. with his 
people; as long as the Ark was ſaved, ithey were 
faved;. and when the. Ark was with them, Gods 
prefence was with them 3 but when the Ark was 
gone, God was gone:3 his comforting 'preſence, 
his proteGting preſence, and; his! preſerving pte- 
fence : And therefore no wonder that this-good 
old man fate watching here for fearof the. Ark. 
F. call himigood. old. man. many are-of: opinion 
that he'was. not good, becauſe he -iiffered- his 
Sons to be:ſo wicked 5 and thdeed his faalt was 
great, but ſurely he was a good man, and 'I have 
two Reaſons to prove it : Euſt, 1n that he took 
the puniſhment of his: iniquity fo-patiently;; It 75 
the Lord, lethinsdo whit [ reddebS iz good. And 


ſe- 


OS Wes" 
ſecondly, he was a good man, asappears by the 
Text; his ſolicitouſneſs for the Ark: He ſate 
trembling for fear of the Ark. | 

Now this Ark was a Type of three things : 


| Firſt, It was a"Type of Jeſus Chriſt ; for God 


ſpake from the Ark: ſo God ſpeaks to us by 
Chriſt. 

Secondly , It was a Type of the Church of 
Chriſt : for as the Ark was the preſerver of the 
two Tables of the Law. ſothe Church of Chrilt - 
is the preſervative of the Scriptures. 

Thirdly, The Ark was a Fype of the Ordi- 
nances of, Chriſt; for as Gcd did communicate 
himſelf by the Ark, ſo God by his Ordinances 
communicates his Councels, Comforts and Grace 
unto his people: T he Ordinances of Chriſt, they 
are the Oracnlnm by which he conveys himſelf 
unto his people. Thus I haveſhewed you what 
the Ark was. 

I ſhall gather two Obſervations from the 
words : hae. 

I. That when the Ark of God is in danger -of 


: being loſt, the people of God have thoughtful heads 


and trembling hearts. 

2. That airve child of God is more troubled, 
and more ſolicitons what fhall become of the 4rk, 
then what ſhall become of Wife and Children or 
Eſt ate. 

i (ball begin with the firſt. | 

DoG. That when the Ark of God is in danger 
of being loſt, the people of God have thowghtful 
heads and trembling hearts... Fa 

; | £2 


” I 
Orif T may put this. 27 into a Goſpel 
dreſs, take it thus: , 
That when the Goſpel is in danger. of . loſing, 
when Goſpel-Ordinances are. in danger of being 
of and Goſpel Miniſters. in danger of loſing , 
that then the people of God have tremoling -headcs, 
and careful and ſolicitous hearts abont it. , 
Mark what I ſay; IT ſay not , when the Ark is 
loſt; fer that was death to old Ely, that broke 
hisneck ; and it coſt thelife of £/y's daughter in- 
Law, when'the Ark of God was taken, -the took: 
no comfort, in her child-, though 'a man-child 
ſhe regarded: . For the glory is departed. from 
Irael, the Ark of God is taken. + # 
ſay not, when-the Arx of God is loſt; but I 
ſay, when it is in danger; of lofing : when the 
Goſpel is in danger, the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
in danger, and the Ordinances in danger to; 
be loſt, then the people of God have trembling; 
hearts, and careful heads.. When God. threatned 
the 7/raelites, that he would not go with-thery,; 
they were. troubled, for the loſs of .Gods pre- 
ſence, and would. not put on their ornaments ; 
Exod. 33.3, 4+ T will not go up in. the midſt. of. 
thee, for thou art a ſtiffnecked, people , leſt- T con- 
ſume thee in the way: Aid mhen the people heard 
theſe evil tydings they mpurned,\ and;no man. did 
put on his ornaments; 1 Sam. 7. 2. Andit.came 
to paſi, while the Ark" abode in; Kirigth:jearim, 
4ek the. time wad Jlong,. Bat ENGEL Irs 
«#4 all the hauſe of 1ſpaeh tamentecd. after,\ v 
Lord” & That i bk We We ISS: peaks 
+1 | ing 


FP 


ing from the Ark, 2 Sa. 11.10,11. David would 
have had Uriah to have gone down to his houſe 
.. and made merry: Azd Uriah ſaid xzto David, 
the Ark, and Iſrael, aud Judah abide in Tent, 
and my Lord Joab, and the ſervants of my Lord 
are incamped in open fields; ſhall. Tthen go into 
mine houſe to eat and to drink, and tolye with 
my Wife £ as thou liveſt, and as thy ſoul liveth, 
I will not de this thing, 1 King. 19. 10. AndEFEli- 
Jah ſaid, I have beer very jealous for the Lord 
God of Hoſts; for the children of Iſrael have for- 
' ſaken thy Covenant, thrown down thine Altars, 
and lain thy Prophets with the ſword, and I,coen 


T7 only ew left, and they ſeek, my life to take it 


4way. Thus you ſee when the Ark is in dan- 
er, the people of God mourn and are ſorrow- . 
all. ; | We 

And there be four Reaſons, why the people of 
God. are ſo much troubled when the Ark of God 
is in danger. : 

Reaſc. 1. Becauſe of the great love they bear 
tothe Ark of God ; 4s God loveth the gates of 
Sion, wore ther all the dwellings of Jacob, Pſal. 
87. 2. ſo the people of God love the Ordinances 
of God, and the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 
Pſa}. 26. 8. Lord I have loved the habitation.of 
thy houſe, andithe place where thine honour dwel- 
leth, Plal. 27.14. One thing have 1 deſired of the 
Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in 
the houſe of the Lord all the dayes of my life, to 


- ' beboldthe beauty of. the Lord, and to inquire-in 


ÞF © ts Temple. Now love Aicrech up the affections 3 


As 


C3) 
»syoung Creſus, though he were dumb, yet ſee- 
" ing his Father like to be killed, cryed out, Dg 
wot kill my Father - Such is the love of the 
Saints of Godto the Ark, that they cannot be fi- 
lent, they cannot but tremble when they ſee the- 
Ark in danger; and for Siozs ſake they canriot T 
hold-their peace; and they cannot be filent un- 
til the Lord make the Righteouſneſs thereof go; 
out like brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof-as 
a. lamp that burneth. & | = 
2. The people of God are. troubled at this, 
becauſe of the: Intereſt they have+in the Ark of 
God: Now intereſt ſtirreth up: affeftions, as 1 
when another mans houſe is on'fire; as you had ©? 
lamentable and ſad providence this laſt week,and> 
it is not to be forgotten, how ſuddenly in-all our? 
Feaſtings, may God daſh all our mirth. Now: 
conſider, how. were they afie&ted that had 'an in- __ 
tereſt in thoſe that were burned; - fo the peo) + |} 
ple of God have an intereſt in the Ark, :God is: 
the Haven of a Child of God, the Portion and 
Inheritance of a Child of God; and»when Goda! 
egins to forſake them; they cannot-.but*be' af-' 


— 


flicted and: troubled : The Ordudancesof God, ;-- + 
are the Jewels of a Chriſtian,” and the Treaſure?.*” 
of a Chriſtian 3 and the loſs'of them, cannot bur® - |. 

f trouble them : And Jeſus Chriſt'is-the Joy of at 

*£# Chriſtian, and therefore when Chrift-is depart» *Þ 
ing, Rey cannot but be much afflicted ar it. - - 


3- The people of God are much-rroubled\ | 
when the Ark is in danger, becauſe'of the mif- -- | 
cheifs that comes upon a Nation when the Ark of - 


£ H *. H Y '' 
+ x God. _ 
4 " . « 
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God is loſt: woe be to that Nation when the 
Ark is gone. The Heathens had the Image of 
Apollo, and they conceived, that as long as that 


Image was preſerved amongſt them, they could 


never be worlted, but be preſerved; and the 
Romans had a Buckler, upon which they had a. 
Tradition, that as long as that Buckler was pre- 
ſerved, AKRomze could not be taken. But ſure 
I am, that where God is 1n a Nation, and where 
the Goſpel ts preſerved in panty in a Nation, 
that Nation cannot but ſtand ; - but when God 
1s gone, and the Goſpel gone, . then comes the 
miſery. of a Nation, and the Tongue of man is 
not able to expreſs the miſery of that Nation 
where the Ark of God is taken: Shall Tgivea 
hiat, and ſet it out a little, in five particulars. 

i. When the Ark of God is taken, then the 
wayes of $S10n mourn, and none come to the Sol- 
lemn Aſſemblies; It was the complaint of the 
Church, Lament. 1. 4. That is matter of ſad 
neſs. | 
| Ws When the Ark of God is taken, then the 
Miniſters of Chriſt are driven into Corners, And 
that is matter of heart-trembling. 

_ 3. When the Ark of God is taken, ther the. 
Souls of many are in danger when the Goſpel is 
gone, your Souls are im hazard : There is cauſe 
of ſadneſs. LITE | Ts ns, 
* 4. Then do the. Enemies of God Blaſpheme, 
and are ready te ſay,; Whereis your God? thex 
do the enemies of God Irinmph, Pal. 42; 10.” As 
with a Sword in my Bones mine enemies reproach 


oe 
Ms 4 


C16) 


© me; While they ſay diily unto me, Whereis thy 


God? | g 
© 5. Thew 3s Jeſus Chriſt trampled under foot, 
and the Ordinances of God defiled and tramp- 
led 6n; and then Blaſphemy and Atheiſm comes 
in like an Armed man. | 
' - 4+ The people of God muſt needs tremble 
when the Ark is in danger, becauſe of their ac- 
ceſ{larineſs to the loſing of the Ark 5 and this 
was that which made old Ely ſo much troubled, 
becauſehe knew it was for his fin that God ſuf- 
fered the Ark to be taken: He knew that his 
not puniſhing his two Sons, was one greatcaufe 
of that great ſlaughter the people of 7/7ae/ met 


withal,, and that made him tremble. There is — 


no perlon here in this Congregation, but his 
hearb will tell him, he hath contributed ſome- 
thing. towards the loſs of the Ark. None of-us 
ſo holy but our Conſciences muſt accufe us ; we 


have. done ſomething that might cauſe God to . 


takethe Ark from us; And therefore Mr. Bradford 
that bleſſed Martyr, ſaid in his Prayer, Lord 7t 


was my rnthank fulneſs for the Goſpel, - that 
brought in as us; in S9uecer Maries dayes; and 


my un fruitfulneſs under the Goſpel,” that was the 
cauſe of the untimely death of King Edward the 
Sixth; and thoſe that fle4in Queen Matics np 
ſadly complained that they were the o_—y Gods 
tuking away the Goſpel from England. '' O-Be- 
Ibved, it ts for thy fin and:my mn, 'that che Ark 
of Gods indanger; and therefore.the Lord give 
ws trembling folicitonshearts, what ſhall' becoine 
ef the Ar 3s I 


4 


- 


(11) 
I come now to Application. 
Uſe 1. It this be the property of a true child. 


of God, to be ſolicitous when the Ark of God 


. 5 in danger, and to have ſuch a trembling heart 


for fear of the Ark,. then this is a certain ſign. 
there are but few that are the children of God 
1n- truth. O where is the man, and where is the 
woman, that like old Elz, fits watching and 
trembling for fear of the Ark ! I ſuppoſe you all 
believe, arftlhavecauſeto believe, that my com- 
ming here this Morning was not by way of deſign, 
but the meer Providence of God, and therefore 
what I ſay ſhould be premeditated 3 but this I 
may fay,: and it muſt not be denied, but that 
the Ark of God ts in danger of being loſt; and. 
that will appear by theſe Reafons. | 
Firſt, In reference: to the many finnes in this 
Nation; for let me tell you, there 1s not one fin 
for which God. ever took away the Ark from: 
any people, but. it is to be found in England: 
Did the Church of Epheſws loſe the Candleſtick, 
becauſe they had loſt their firſt love 2 And have 


' not: we loſt our firſt love to the Goſpel, and to 


the Ordinances? And did the Church of I ao- 
dicealoſe the Candleſtick, becaufe of lukewarm- 


_ neſs? and are not we lukewarm? Did the peo- 


ple of 7ſrael; as here im the Text, loſethe Ark, 
becauſe they abhorred theofferings of God ? and: 
do not you do fo; are: not the fins of Tſrael a- 
mongſt us? the'fits of 'Germany, and thefins of 
all other Nations about us? And can. any.man 
hore' before-God this day. in this Copgregaean, | 

that. 


2 
'that conſiders the great unthankfulneſs 'of this 
Narion, and the great prophaneneſs and wicked- 
neſs. of this/Nation, but they may conclude the 
Ark is in danger, and God may juſtly take the 
Arkfrom us £ x | 
- I might tell you of the drunkenneſs, adultery, 
covetouſneſs, injuſtice, and uncharitablenets, 
&c. that doth abound-amongſt usz and I might 
tell you-of SanCtuary ſins, prophanation of Sab- 
baths-and Sacraments, our unthankfulneſs and 
unfraitfulneſs, and unworthy walking under the 
Goſpel: And you ofthis place, God may very 
well take the Ark even from you and indeed it 
was the great intereſt I had 1n you, the which 
whileT live I ſhallever own; and that great af- 
tection and reſped& I had to you, that] would not 
{chd you home this -day without a Sermon, and 
let you go without a bleſſing. Now can any of 
you in: this Pariſh, and this Congregation 3 can 
any of you ſay God may not juſtly take the Goſ- 
{pel from you ? þ ""OES—iy 

You have had three famous Succeſſors; Door 
Taylor tor ſeyen years, and Doctor. Stoughton 
tar (even years,and my Self, I have been with you 
almoſt four and twenty years, and may not God 
-now .unchurch you , by ſuffering you to want a 
faichful Miniſter to ge in and. out'before you? 
[T his. is one Reaſon, upon which account 1may 
ſafely ſay the Ark of:God is in danger, and 41- 
þ — may . truly fear the loſs of the 

Secondly, another Reaſon 1s, the: abundance 
| | of 


I 
of Prieſts and nou that are in the midft- of 
us, and the preaching of Popery amongſt us, and 
the pronenels of people to run headlong to the. 
garlick and onyons of Egypt again. This is ar- 
gument ſufficient to make-us believe the Ark of 
God 1sin danger. And ſhall. I add, thediſcon- 
tents and diviſions in the Nation, as Chriſt ſaith, 
A Nation divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand 3 
but I leave theſe things to your conſiderations 3 I 
do believe there is none here but will confeſs the 
Ark of God is in danger to be loſt. But now where 
areourold Elys, to fit watching and trembling 
for fear of the Ark? Where is Phinehas his Wife; 
that would not be comforted, becauſe the Ark of 
God was taken? Where are our Aoſes's? Our 
Elijah's? Our Uriah's? Where are they that lay 
to heart the dangers of the Ark? You complain 
_ of Taxes, and decay of Trading, of this; civil 
burden, and that civil burden; but where -1s:the 
man or the woman that complains of this miſery, 
the loſs of the Ark? Moſt of you are like 'Gatzo, 
. he cared not for theſe things; it it had been'a 
civil matter, then he would have medled with 
it ; but for Religion, he cared not for that : eve- 
ry man is troubled about mexmand trum, about 
civil concernments; but who layes to heart ? who 
regards what {hall become of Religion ? T here 
is a-ftrange kind of indifferency and. lukewarm- 
neſs upon moſt peoples ſpirits; ſo they may. have 
their Trading go on, and their civil burdens re- 
moved, they care not what becomes of the Ark. 
There is a Text of Scripture, I ſhajl not pens 
MUECEN,; 


(1 
-much time in opening it, but I would have you 
-well conſider it, Hoſ.7.9. Strangers have devour- 
ed his flrength, and he knoweth it not; yea, 
gray-bairs are here and there upon him, yet he 
khnoweth not. Shall I ſay gray-hairs are upon the 
: Goſpel ? I come not hither to prophecy; I ſay 
not the Goſpel is dying, but I ſay it hath gray- 
hairs; for you have had the Goſpel a hundred 
years and above, and therefore it is in its old 
age; and I dare challenge any Schollar to ſhew 
me an example of any Nation that hath enjoyed 
the Goſpel for a hundred years together. Now 
that gray-hairs is to a hundred years, is no won- 
der: Well, gray-hairs are here and there, and 
yet no man layeth it to heart. | 
Now ſhall I ſpend time to ſhew you what a 

great ſin it is, not to be affected with the danger 
that the Ark of God is in; confider but three 
particulars. | | 


Firſt, it is a ſign you do not love the Goſpel; 
if you had any love to it, you would be troubled 
more for the danger of the Ark, then for any 
outward Pymcbar: oof-elhan : 

Tread that among the Romars, when any man 
was accuſed for his life, all his relations put on 
mourning Apparel, and they followed him to 
his Tryal in. mourning, thereby to ſhew their 
love to the party in danger. Now did you love 
the Goſpel, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and the 
Ordinances of Chriſt, you would all put on - 
mourning, and lament for the Goſpel, the 

Ar 


» 


1. 
Ark of God that is in danger; and becauſe you 
do not, it is a fjgn you have no love to the 
Goſpel. | 
Secondly, It isa ſign you have no intereſt in 
the Goſpel, for intereſt will ſtir up your affe&ions; 
it is a ſign you are not concerned in the Goſpel, 
for if you were concerned in it, you would be af- 
fected with it, as thoſe that were intereſted in 
thoſe perſons that were in that lamentable fire 
the laſt week, it is impoffible but they ſhould be 
affefted ; and ſo it isa fign you have no intereſt 
in Godand Chriſt, if your hearts do. nat tremble 
for fearof the loſs of the Ark. 


But thirdly, There isa curſe of God pronounc- 
ed againſt all thoſe that do not lay to heart the 
Atiictions af Foſepb > Amas 6. 1, 2,3, 4, 54.6. 
Wo be to there that are at eaſe in Sion , axd truſt 
in the Monntain of Samaria « yea, that put far 
away the evilday > that lye upou beds of Tory, 
and ftiretch themſelves upan their conches 5, that 
eat the Lambs ont af the flock , aud the Calvej on 
of the midſt of the ſtall; that chaut fs the ſound 
of the Viol, and invent to therwſelyes inſtru- 
ments of Muſick; that drink. wine in bawles,and 
4ngjuf. themſelves with the chief ointmwents, bud 
they are not grieved for the afflifiians of. Jo- 
ſeph. Wo beunto you that enjoy your fulneſs of 
outward things,. and make a therewith, and 
never ;canlider the. afflictianz of Gods /people, 
and the danger of the Ark.” 
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Uſe 2. For exhortation, To beſeech you att, 


that God by a providence hath ſo unexpectedly 


brought this day to hear me, and there may be 
a good providence in it, poſſibly I may do good 
herein; I ſay, let me beſeech you all to declare 
ou are the people of God indeed and in truth, 
y following the example of old Ely, to be very 
ſolicitous of the Ark of God; and let me ex- 
hort you to five particulars. 


Firſt, Let me perſwade you to believe, that 
the Goſpel is not intailed upon Ezgland : Eng- 
land hath no letters Patents of the Goſpel ;'the 
Goſpel is rergyeable: God took away the Ark, 
and forſook Shilo 5 and he did not only take a- 
way the Ark, but the Temple alſo; he unchurch- 
cd the Jews, he unchurched the ſeven Churches 
of 4ſiz, and we know- not how ſoon he may un- 
churchus >: I know no warrant we have to think 
that we ſhall have the Goſpel another hundred 


years; God knows 'how to remove his Eandle- 


ſtick, but not to deſtroy it 3 God doth often re- 


. movethe Church, bur doth not deſtroy it; God 


removed his Church out of the Eaſt , as the 
Greek Churches were tamous Churches, but God 
removed them, and now the T#rk over-ſpreads 
that Countrey. 


Secondly, 1 would perſwade you, that Erg- 
lands Ark ws in- danger to be loſt; were it - y 
| Or 
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for the ſinnes of + . thoſe prodigious ini- 
quiries amongſt us, and that ftrange unheard of 
ingratitude that is in the Land ; but will ſay no 
; more of that, becauſe I would (peak nothin 
: but what becomes a ſober Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel; but ſure it is, That the Ark is in danger 
to be loſt. | 


| * Thirdly, I would perſwade you, and O that 
| I could raife you up to old El/jes praftife; He 
: fat watching, for his heart trembled for fear of 
| the Ark: He had a thonghtful head, and an 
aching heart, for the Ark of God that was in 
danger: and that I might move you to this, 
conſider what a ſad condition we are in if the 
Ark be taken; what will your Eſtate do you 
go0d ? or what will all your concernments do you 
good if the Goſpel be gone? wherein doth Exg- 
land exceed other places ? there is more wealth 
in Turkze then in England - And the Heathen 
Nations have more of the glory of the world, 
then any Chriſtian King hath : Whar is the glo- 
ry of Englange? What is the glory of Chriſtia- 
nity but the Goſpel? if the Goſpel be gone, our 
glory is gone. Pray remember #1/:es Daughter 
i in Law, the wife of Phizehas ; ſhe hearknednot 
though a Man-Child was born, and would re- 
ceive no comfort, but called his name 7chabod 3 
for the glory is departed from 7ſrael, the Ark 
of God 1s taken: O when the glory is gone, 
who would defire tolive! I _ loathto tell ”_m_ 
| 2 E 
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the ſtory of Chryſoſtom, he was but one man, 
yet when he was baniſhed Coxftaxtizople, the 
people all petitioned for him, and ſaid, They 
- could as well loſe the Sun out of the Firmement 
4s loſe Chryloltom from among them. O the 
fad, and lamentable, and woful condition we 
are in, if the Ark of God be taken : O therefore, 
let us tremble for fear of the Ark. Pe 


Fourthly, Let me perſwadeyou not to mourn 
mmoderggety, neither be not diſcouraged;. I 
would willingly ſpeak ſomething to comfort you - 
before I leave you, Tknow not by what ſtrange 
providence I came here this day, and the Lord 
knows when I ſhall ſpeak to you again; there- 
fore I would not ſend you home comfortleſs : 
© therefore, mourn not as without hope, for I 
have four arguments to perſwade me, that the 
Ark of God will not be laſt, though it be in 
danger of loſing. 


_ Firſt, Becauſe God hath done great things al- 
ready forthis Nation 3. and Iargue like Afazoahs - 
wife; ſurely if God had intended to deſtroy us, 
he would not haye done that he hath done for 
us3, He that hath done ſo much for us, 'will nat 
now farſake- us. And' therefore, though our 
hearts tremble, yet let them not fink within 
ts-- 


| Secondly, Targue from the abundanee of pray- 
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ing people that are m-this Nation, There are - 
many that night and day pray unto God, that 
the Ark may not be taken; and let me aſſure 
- you, God did never forlake a praying and re. 
forming people. When God intendsto deſtroy 
a Nation, and take away the Ark, he takes a- 
way the Spirit of Prayer: bat where God gives 
the Spirit of Prayer, there God will continue the 
Ark. You all know, that if there had been bar 
ten good men 1a thoſe five Cities, God would 
have ſpared them: We have many hundreds 
that fear "God in:this Nation, that do not give 
God reſt, but night and day pray unto God for 
this Land: And who knews but: for their ſakes, 

God will ſpare the Ark? 


Thirdly, another. ground of comfort” is this, 
That God hath hitherto dealt with Z-glard, not 
by way of Rule, but by way of Prerogative ; we 
have had un-Churching finnes all the Reign of 
Queen E/zebeth, and of King James; and the- 
godly Miniſters have been threatned Ruin, from 
year to year z but God:hath hitherto ſaved Erg- 
land by way of Prerogative: God 'hath ſpa- 
red us, becauſe he will ſpare us; according to 
that Text, 7 with be: graciom, te whom I will be 
gracious. God. will not. be tyed.. te. his own - 
Rulez and -who knoweth but God: will. deliver 
us?” 


'. Fourthly, another ground of comfoit is;: The 
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God 1s now pouring out his Viols upon Anti- 
chriſt, and all this ſhall end in the ruin of Anti- 
chriſt: God is pouring forth his Viols upon the 

Throne of the Beaſt, and all thefe tranſaQions 
ſhall end intheruin of Anti-chriſt; though ſome 
drops of theſe Viols may light upon the Refor- 
med Churches, and they may ſmart for a while, 
and God may ſeverely puniſh them, yet it will 
be but for a little while, but the Viols ſhall be 
poured out upon Anti-chriſt : God may ſcourge 
all the Reformed Churches before theſe Viols 
be poured out, and perſecutions may gothrough 
them all, the which I call drops of theſe Viols ;' 
but the Viols are intended for Anti-chriſt, and 
ſhall end in the ruine of Anti-chritt 3 and what- 
ſoever becomes of us, yet our children, and our 
childrens children ſhall ſee the Iflue of the Viols 
poured out upon the Whore of Babylon; ThisI 
ſpeak for your comfort. 


Fifthly, I am to exhort you, That you would 
all of you contribute your utmoſt endeavour, to 
keep the Ark of God from being taken : And 
here I {hall ſhew you, 


I. What the Magiſtrate ſhould do. 
2. What the —_— ſhould do. 
3. What the people ſhould do. 


Firſt, What the Magiſtrate ſhould do, I ſhall 
ſay.but little of them, becauſe I am notnow to 
| ſpeak 
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ſpeak tothem3 they are to uſe their Authority 
for the ſettling of the Ark; for the Ark of the 
Covenant will be like the Arx of Noah, alwayes 
floating upon the waters, unri] the Magiſtrates ſet- 
tleit. Thus David, 2 Sams. 6. 1, 2. he gathered 
together all the choſen men of 7ſ7ae/, thirty 
thouſand to fetch home the Ark : So Solowozn, 
he aſſembled the Elders of 7ſrael, and the heads 
of the Tribes, the Nobles, the chief of the Fa- 
thers of the children of. 7/-ae! unto Feraſalem, 
with a great deal of pomp, to bring up the Ark 
of the Covenant of the Lord into its place. O 
that God would encourage our Nobles and Ma- 
giſtrates, that they might be {olicitous to ſettle 
theArk: Magiſtrates muſt not do as the Phil:- 
ſtizes, they had the Ark, but what did they do 
with it 2- they ſet it up in the houſe of Dager , 
but Dagoz and the Ark could never agree : 
where falſe Religion comes in at one door, ' the 
true Religion goes out at the other ; you muſt not 
put the Ark and Dagoz together. 


Secondly, What muſt the Miniſters do to kee 
the Ark from lofing 2 They muſt endeavour at. 
ter holineſs; the Ark will never ſtand ſteddy, 
nor proſper upon the ſhoulders of Hophny and 
Phinehas. A wicked, prophane, drunken Miniſtry 
willnever ſettle the 4rk; it muſt be the ſober, 

ous, godly Miniſters that muſt do it : How ho- 
y muſt they be that draw nigh to the- God: of 
holineſs f | 

| Thirdly, 


DESC DB : 
. Thirdly, What muſt the 1 cople of . God do, 
"that the Ark may-not be loſt * There be five 
things Iſhall commend you unto,and then com- 
. mend youto God. | 


I. Tox wiſt not Tdolize the Ark. 

2: Tou wnſft not nudervalue the Ark. 

3. Ton renſtnotpry into the Ark, 

4+ Tou muſt not weddle with the Ark withont 
.£ lawful Call. | LL, 
5. Ton muſt keep the Conenaut of the Ark, 


Firſt, You wx ft not Idolize the Ark that was 


the ſin of the people in the Text z they thought _ 


:the very preſenceof the Ark would excuſe them, 
and keep them ſafe, and therefore they carri- 
ed the Ark into the Camp 3: though they reform- 
ed not, and repented not, yetthey thought the 

Ark would ſave them. 07221 

So many there be that think the Ark will. ſave 
them, though never ſo wicked ; but nothing will 
ſecure a Nation but Repentance and Reforma- 
-t10Nn. ; 


Secondly, Do. Hot wnderoalue the Ark, this 
was Michals, 2 Sam.6. 14;115,16. ' When David 
danced before the: Ark, - and Michal wocked hins, 
and deſpiſed him in:her heart; bat ſaith he, it 
4 before the' Lord, andif this be-vile,' I will be 
awore vile. Some men begin to ſay, what need 

£32110-4 OY we 


COR 


30S © 2 MEM 
we any Preaching, willnot Prayers ſerve? Others 
ſay, whatneedsſo much Preaching,will not once 
a day ferve? Now this is toundervaluethe Ark : 
therefore let us fay as David, if to preach the 
Word, it to faſt and pray for the Nation 3 Tf 
this be vile, then T1 will be more vile. 


Thirdly, Fe w2uſt not prog into the Ark; this 
was the ſin-of the men of Bethſheemeſh, 1 Sam. 
6. 19. They looked into the Ark, and God ſmote 
thew, and cut off fifty thouſand and threeſcore 
 #ex. Benottoo curious in ſearching, where God 
hath not diſcovered or revealed : For example, 
there be great thoughtsof heart, when God will 
deliver his people, and ſet his Churches at hber- 
a_—_ many .men talk much. of the year, 1665. 

ut ſhall be the year wherein Antichriſt ſhall be 
deſtroyed: And there are ſtrange impreſſions 
| upon the hearts of many learned -men, asto this 
year; {ome go to the year, 1669. - and others 
pitch upon other times 3 but truly if you will 
 havemy judgement, and 1 am glad of this op- 
partunity totell you, This is 40pry too much into 
the Ark : Remember that Text, As 1.17. It 
is not for you to know the times or the ſeaſons, 
which the Father hath put in his own power. And 
thus to conclude upon any particular time, if 
youſind you are deceived, it i3the way to make 
youAtheilts, and thar afterwards you ſhould be- 
tieve nothing: And thoſe Miniſters' do no ſer- 
vice, or catherull ſervice to _ Church-of you 
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that conclude of times and ſea ſons. | 


A Popiſh Author ſaith, That in the year one - 


thoufand,. there was a general belief over the 
- Chriſtian world, that the day ef Judgement 
ſhould be that year ; but when they taw it hap- 
pened not, they fell to their old finning again, 
and were worſe then before, and believed no- 
thing. * Well, Gods time is the beſt, therefore 
let not us pry too-much into the Ark. - | 


Fourthly, You muſt not meddle with:the Ark, 
unleſs you have a lawful Call ro meddle.with it: 
This was the fin-of Uze, .2:8a#4..6.6, 7. the 
Ark was in danger of falling, : and :he good man 
meaning no hurt to:keep up the Ark, . took hold 
of it; but he deſtroyed himſelf, and made a 
Such, and hindred-the carrying home of the 
Ark. ws _ 


We had a great diſorder heretofore 3 abun- 
dance of well-meaning people uſurped upon. the 
_ Miniſterial, Office;; they were afraid the Ark 

was falling, .and-therefore they touched the Ark, 
they laid. hold on- the Ark 3 but their touching 
the Ark -hath undone. the Ark, and themſelves 
too.. O take heed of touching. the Ark. 


../ Fifthly, If ever you would preſerve the Ark, 
then keep the Covenant of the Ark,. keep the 
Law- which the Ark preſerves: The Ark was a 


place wherein the Law was kept, the two Tables; . 
$2: Q keep: 


keep the Law, and oa 2 "a P the pep bue 
if you break the Law, you will forfeit the Ark: 


The Ark was called the Ark of the Covenant 
| keep Covenant with God, and &od will preſerve 
the Ark; but if you break the Covenant of the 
Ark, the Covenant made in Baptiſm, and that 
' Covenant often renewed in the Sacrament ; z if 
pow” break Covenant, God will take away the 
Ar | 


